Davis, Russell Leon, 1933-2004 (MSS 604) by Folklife Archives, Manuscripts &
Western Kentucky University
TopSCHOLAR®
MSS Finding Aids Manuscripts
4-18-2017
Davis, Russell Leon, 1933-2004 (MSS 604)
Manuscripts & Folklife Archives
Western Kentucky University, mssfa@wku.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_mss_fin_aid
Part of the United States History Commons
This Finding Aid is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in MSS Finding Aids by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.
Recommended Citation




MSS 604 Manuscripts & Folklife Archives, Library Special Collections, Western Kentucky University 
 
Manuscripts & Folklife Archives 
Department of Library Special Collections 
Western Kentucky University 




MSS 604    DAVIS, Russell Leon, 1933-2004 
 







Russell Leon Davis (“Leon”), the son of William Oval Davis and Zula (Demunbrun) Davis, 
was born on 23 December 1933 in the Mammoth Cave community of Edmonson County, 
Kentucky.  While a student at the University of Kentucky in 1954, Davis was selected by his 
state 4-H Club for a five-month residency in Ireland as part of the International Farm Youth 
Exchange Program (IFYE).  The program arranged for delegates to travel abroad and to come 
to the U.S. to live with host families, share in farm work, and learn about farming practices, life 
and customs in the host country.  Delegates were also expected to report on their experiences 
to their parents and formally to the program.   
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists of letters, postcards, clippings, photographs, travel documents 
and keepsakes related to Russell Leon Davis’s trip to Ireland, and side trips to England, Belgium 
and France, in autumn 1954 as part of the IFYE.  Included are letters of recommendation for the 
program (Folders 2, 7), a list of financial supporters for Davis’s trip (Folder 3), and Davis’s letters 
to his parents (Folders 10, 11) in which he describes his travel and his activities—farm work, 
sightseeing and leisure—and gives his impressions of Ireland and its people.  Also included are 
letters to Davis from friends, family, other IFYE delegates, and his Irish hosts (Folders 2, 8, 9), 
clippings and literature on the IFYE (Folder 9, 13), and keepsakes such as tickets from Cunard, 
Eastern Airlines and Aer Lingus, programs, menus and postcards (Folders 5, 13).  Photographs 
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Folder 2 Correspondence of Davis    May-Nov. 1954 13 items 
 
Folder 3 Travel documents and program details  Mar.-June 1954 10 items 
 
Folder 4 Clippings      May-Dec. 1954 25 items 
 
Folder 5 Postcards, tickets, programs, keepsakes 1953-1954  37 items 
 
Folder 6 Photographs and tour pins    1954   22 items 
 
Folder 7 Recommendation letters    1954   2 items 
 
Folder 8 Letters to Davis while abroad   1954   13 items 
 
Folder 9 Letters to Davis after return home   1954-1957  12 items 
 
Folder 10 Letters of Davis to parents while abroad  June-Aug. 1954 15 items 
 
Folder 11 Letters of Davis to parents while abroad  Sept.-Oct. 1954 13 items 
 
Folder 12 Letters to Zula Davis related to IFYE  1954   2 items 
 
Folder 13 Tickets, programs, IFYE brochures and data 1953-1954  11 items 




MSS DAVIS, Russell Leon,         1953-1957 
604  1933-2004 
 
  Correspondence, photographs, literature, 
 and travel keepsakes related to the 1954 five- 
month stay in Ireland of Leon Davis of Edmonson  
County, Kentucky, as a delegate of the International 
Farm Youth Exchange Program.   
  1 box.  13 folders.  176 items.  Originals, 
photocopies, photographs. 





Air travel, 1954 – Relating to       B1,F5     
Certificates – Vaccination, 1953         B1,F3 
Christmas cards, 1954        B1,F9 
Clements, Earle Chester, 1896-1985      B1,F2 
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Cooper, John Sherman, 1901-1991 – Correspondence      B1,F7 
Davis, Russell Leon, 1933-2004 – Correspondence     B1,F2,8,10,11 
Davis, Russell Leon, 1933-2004 – Photographs      B1,F6 
Davis, William Oval, 1907-1997 – Letters to    B1,F2,10,11 
Davis, Zula Opal (Demunbrun), 1906-1982 – Correspondence      B1,F2,8,10-12 
Exchange programs – International Farm Youth Exchange 
Farms and farming – Ireland, 1954       B1,F4,9,10 
Ireland – Travel and description, 1954      B1,F4,10 
Netherlands – Travel and description, 1954       B1,F2 
Ocean travel, 1954        B1,F5,10 
Passports, 1954     B1,F3 
Postcards – Belgium, 1954      B1,F5 
Postcards – France, 1954      B1,F2 
Postcards – Ireland, 1954      B1,F2,5,8 
Postcards – Netherlands, 1954       B1,F2 
Postcards – New York City, 1954     B1,F2 
Selective Service – Relating to     B1,F3 
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